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Boolean is an effective way to limit and expand your search, which will 

bring you better results.  The terms AND, OR and NOT each bring you 
a different set of results. 

 

 
 

AND- brings back  results containing ALL ideas.  In the example 

above, only items containing both “woman” AND “man” will be 

displayed in the results list. 
 

OR – will bring back results containing ANY idea.  In the example 

above, items coming back will contain “woman” OR “girl” OR both 

words. 

 
NOT – will eliminate results containing the idea. In the example 

above, items containing the word “man” will not be in the results.  Be 

careful with this; as you can see from the example above, many 

results with the word “woman” were also excluded.  Those results may 
be important for your research. 


