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Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Science
Interdisciplinary

Studies

Program Objectives

The bachelor of science and bachelor of arts in Interdisciplinary
Studies degrees provide for uniquely designed, interdisciplinary
majors, which allow students to work with faculty advisors to
develop a plan of study that responds to personal educational
and professional goals. The programs are particularly well-suited
to adult learners. They provide the opportunity for part-time,
individually paced education which allows students to build
their academic confidence and integrate their studies into their
lives.

Additional objectives are:

e To enable students to explore multidisciplinary areas and to
integrate them in a coherent and meaningful way through the
creation of a senior Capstone project.

e To provide the opportunity for majors that combine the
broadly-based Liberal Arts and Sciences courses with profes-
sional courses that are specifically chosen to create a minor and
two areas of concentration.

e To provide the opportunity, for a part-time, individually paced
education, which allows students to build their academic confi-
dence and integrate their studies more easily into their lives.

Breakdown of Requirements
for Major

e A minimum of 36 semester hours of course work for the major
with a college-approved minor within one of the three fields

e A minimum of nine semester hours in each of the other two
fields of study (defined by disciplines, not department or tracks)

e A common core of three Liberal Arts and Sciences interdis-
ciplinary courses: IDIS 1800, Global Issues; MUSC 2000,
Commonwealth of the Arts or MUSC 2100, Commonwealth
of the Ancient Arts; and PHIL 1100, Logic or PHIL 2600,
Philosophy of Human Nature or PHIL 3340 Contemporary
Philosophy or PHIL 4430 Marxism

e A senior-year Capstone course intended to help students to
integrate the various fields of study
This may take the form of an independent study or an internship
(3-15 semester hours)

e A minimum 30 semester hours of course work completed after
the program of study is approved and filed with the registrar
A student’s program must meet the approval of their Interdis-

ciplinary Studies advisor and advisors from each of the chosen
fields of study.
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Program of Study

The Interdisciplinary Studies degree is typically awarded as a
bachelor of science. A bachelor of arts is awarded if the student
includes foreign language study through the second year of col-
lege level work and concentrates their field of studies in the Lib-
eral Arts and Sciences fields.

There are many possible combinations of course work avail-
able through this major, limited only by the breadth of courses
offered through the day and evening divisions of the college.
When creating a plan of study, a student must have a rationale
for a thematic approach to their program. Students must meet
the following requirements for the major:

Liberal Arts and Sciences Requirements

LA&S Requirements (may go up to 63,
depending upon whether science courses

taken are three or four S.H.) 60 S.H.
Major Required Courses

Major Courses including the required core

(three fields of study) 36 S.H.
Capstone

Capstone Course, Project, or

Internship in Major 3-15 S.H.
Electives

Electives (may be fewer depending upon credits

taken in above two categories.) 21 S.H.

Total for Degree 120 S.H.

Admissions Office m 160 Pear|Street ®m Fitchburg, MA 01420 m Phone:978-665-3144 m Fax:978-665-4540 m E-mail:admissions@fsc.edu




AITCHBURG STATE COLLEGE www.fsc.edu

Library Services: The Amelia V.

Gallucci-Cirio Library
The Library is located in the Hammond Building and provides daily
services.

Web Site

The FSC Library maintains a home page (www.fsc.edu/library) on the
Internet to provide information about the library such as hours, online
reference services, research inquiries, and access to the library’s catalog.

Online Resources

The library maintains subscriptions to electronic journals and databases
that include indexes and abstracts; access to thousands of electronic
journals with full-text articles; reference titles; and relevant subject based
web-sites. They are available from the library home page and from off
campus.

Materials Collection

The library houses an extensive collection of materials to support course
work and faculty needs, including approximately 238,000 books, 1,300
print periodical subscriptions, and the complete ERIC document collection
(online and microfilm).

Reference Services
The reference desk provides service daily. You can also call the Reference
Desk (978-665-3223) or stop by the library for assistance.
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